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Jeanne’s Orkney adventure
makes headlines at home

By Leah Seator

A greal Amencan sdveniare
1ok place Inst month, in Orkney
of all places, and the expedition
leader, Mew York artist, Jeanme
Bouza Rose, i3 only just begin-
ning 1o take it all in.

Having retummed 1o her hame
in Wonadstock, Long Island, last
week, Jeanne, whe brought an
enfourage of Americans 1o the
county for sn werkshops, feels
shez has more than achaeved ber
goal,

S0 misch 86, i fact, that she is
planming o repeat the experience
newl year, a5 well as affenng a
chance for locals (o take part in
ST WY

Mow safely bhack bome, Jeanne
was delighted to discover that
American Sivle magarine had
done a ghossy feature on her
adveritures in Orkney, amd her
local newspaper had pat her on
their Fronl page.

The Orkney Art Adventure
toak place over four weeks this
summer, based o Woodwick
Hopuse, in Evie.

Students travelled from nll
over Amenda, ontcsd by
Jeanne's descriplfions of the
beauty of Orkney, and how it
inspirec her whole antistic career
mare than M wears ago,

The courses, mainly focuasing
af the Fapaness white line wood-
blecking technigue produced
aeveral artworks, ahu'--in;: ]
while pew pergpective ol Orkney
lamdscapes, light and Featares

An exhibition was beld 1n
Woodwick House a1 the end of
the four weeks, amd at the
opening, Jeanme had the chance
1o demonsirate and show ihose
who had helped her along the
way whal i1 had all becn about

Present of thse lnunch was Tnadi
Hall, from the Waterlrom
Callery, im Siromness, amd
E.ul.'-rrl "-1|I'IL|: Iram Dnseover

Oirbeniey Towrs — two signifscant
characters who helped make the
art adveniare a realily.

Jearme explained: *Last year
when [ wias there, in my last bour
on the island | ran imto the
Waterfronl Gallery, showed
Trodi my woek and asked if she
was [mteresied,

“She 100k my work on boaxd,
where she conlinoes o display
and sell it, Pieces dome this
summer will be lefi there, and
some will alio be on display a
Wiodwick House,

“The samse thing happened
wiilh Riobert Milker, of Discover
Crkney. | ran afte him at ihe
[ndemnet Cale and, well, — the
rest is nearly history."

Robert more than guided
Jeanne im the right direction, in
lerms of gefling around, whal po
s, whene 1o go, and how 1o
make i1 all happen.

Thamnks te the help of Trudi,
Robert and Janses Brian, from
Woodwick House, the whole
experiencs was one Jeanne will
niver forge.

Sk explained: ““The an adven-
ture his been successiul becamie
it was never designed with only
the @t in mind.

“My deep interest in Orkney
i% meol jusst becanse of the Higit and
the land amd the clowd and
seascapes, it is also because of
the pmp:h:-_ thizir stories, nrd the
interplay of i1 all through the
hisiory — the hisiory that is inger-
twimed with standing sines,
cafbiedrals and evenis like the
Couanty Show, 51 Magnus Fur of
the weeklly country dancing of The
King Street Halls.

“Pani of the saccess of the Arl
Adventure 18 due 10 e wids
breadth of knowledge of people
arxl |=|'-H'.‘h e Beobs, ol Discover
Orkney Tours, has provided.

“He was able 1o do all the

Leading hj'ul:nmph Jeanne Ross mpummmmuwm
during this summer's courses at Woodwick House,

groundwork before my arrival
mnd all 1 ks 1o-dia om vy vazal in
Aprril was 1o go arcunsd with kim
andd et all thase fo be imvolved.

“This combinaion of skills put
logether art with an array aof expe-
riences. This allowed the pastic-
ipants 1o hecome meore invalved
tham just the an.”

During the courses, éach
lasting a week, 12 studemis took
part, Bl Far [rom just enealing
their mastenpieces, they delved
dizep inlo sar o culiure.

Wisits and ialks from loeal
arfisls, such as Jane Glee, took
place regularly, amd groups
altended many local events, such
as traditional dancimg mights
They ook rps 1o Kirkbaster

Muscum, and storyteller Meil
Leask also visited the groups,

Jeapne is more than bappy
with the resubts of ber adventure,
and, while promising a relurn
visil gl year, several of her stu-
dends have also planmed tooome
back.

She added: “The panticipant:
weit away will moee stodes than
ihey had come with, discovensd
e stories Inside themselves,
angl beft the Chreaadians that they
et with even mone storks bo el

“Every parficipant wend awiay
wilh a greaker aiderstamding of
e umigueness of Orkney and e
Orcadian people. All of them lefi
expressing the desane 0 retum for
i longer say.”

—a




